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 hity of ſharing the Benefit of thit which Was. 
originally intended for the ſervice bf b8th.-<Per 
theſe reaſons it is ventured abroad; though it 
be well known, how much things of this ſort 
are apt to pall upon the mind, in the unſpirited 
deliberateneſs of a peruſal. 

Ons thing, Na in favour of the 
preſent performance, conſidered as a STAND 
ING WARNING againſt irreligion and profaneneſs, 

ii, chat the vices therein complained of are not 
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—_ to grow oblol ete, no nor, conſequently, the 


10nitions contained in it in dang er of be- 
1765 utfeaſonable, ſo long as the amend- 
ment of men's hearts and lives goes on in the 
uſual pace. 
 Uron, the whole, ſhould it in any degree, 


prove ſerviceable towards Exciting: or promoting 


4. ſpirit of holineſs and religion, though but in 


the meaneſt chriſtian; the Author will ſo far 


have his end, as to. be little ſollicitous about 


3 


the  inacguracies , of it. Content with his lot, 
though. 2 the yery Fooliſhneſe of preaching, he will 
even exult with fatisf action, if he may, in the 
leaſt, bs inſtrumental in recommending the wiſdom 
from above, and incline men's attention 1 wg 
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| Amos cap. iv. and 1 25 latter part. 


Prepare to meet thy GOD, O Iſrael ! 
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UCH, was a vfl 8 the ALMIGHTy ſent 
to the children of Iſrael, when he had determined ven- 
geance againſt them. In the preceding verſes we find, 

that they had been often called upon, by previous vi- 
ſtations, to repent of the evil of their 5 and : as often had 

neglected to attend to thoſe warnings. | 

AccoRDINGLY, this is what the Prophet expretity 
charges them with, in the name of the great GOD himſelf: 

I have given you cleanneſs of teeth (faith he) in all your cities, and 
want of bread in all your places: yet have ye not returned unto ne, 
ſaith the LORD. And alſo I dave withbolden the rain from you, 
when there were yet three months to the harveſt. 1 have ſmitten 
yu with blaſting and mildew ; when your gardens and your vinb- 
wards and your fg trees and your oboe: trees encreaſea, the Palmier- 
worm devoured them : yet have ye not returned ante me, ſaith the 
LORD. - I babe ſent among you the peſtilante Rer. the e Manner | 
of Egypt : your young men bave 1 ſlain with the ſword, du Babe 

token away your m_ and I have made the Stink of your camps 
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to come up unto your noſtrils : yet have ye not returned unto ne, 
ſaith the LORD. I have overthrown ſome of you as GO) 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand 
plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unta me. 

Tus did GOD formerly reproach the obſtinate wicked- 
neſs of the Jews, by the mouth ot his Prophet. 

Now though there be no open viſion in theſe days, and that 
we no longer ſee prophets ſent by the immediate command of 
Heaven to unfold the "ſecrets of futurity, and foretell par- 
ticular judgments: yet, from what is thus recorded in ſcrip- 
ture, we may obſerve; that there are, in the diſpenſations of 
providence, certain natural events which we are required to 
attend to, as tokens of GOD's diſpleaſure, or admonitions of 
his juſtice: Were it not thus, it would be difficult to account 
for the blame here laid upon the —_— for their not u; 
to them. 

HE NOE then we may be led to * ker there de 
not an equal propriety, whether indeed it be not equally our 
duty, as well as intereſt, to attend in like manner to the late 
unuſual terrors ; however natural, in their riſe or more imme- 
diately effected by ſecond cauſes. Terrors not only general in 
their alarm, but of ſo wide and vaſt extent in the dreadfyl deſ- 
truction which has already attended them, that it nearly concerns 
us to enquire, whether (with reſpect to ſuch unworthy. monu- 
ments of GOD's. mercy as we are) they may not reaſonably. be 
looked upon as intended warnings to us againſt vengeance. 

 $H9ULD this be the caſe; nay, ſhould there be only a re- 
mote probability of it, the wiſeſt, the ſafeſt thing we can do, 
will be to apply to ourſelves the awfyl ſummons in the (ext, and 
prepare to meet our GOD. a 

In the . Gicourle, theatre 1 * thele two 
things: h ; | 55 LI 
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I. I ſhall enquire, wha? reaſon we bave 30 confider the late 
Igeructi ue alarms as deſigned . to us againft vengeance. 


II. I ſhall endeavour zo excite you to ſuch a behavior, as may 
moſt effeFually ſecure us the favor of GOD in the day of viſitation. 


FIRST, then, I am to enquire, what reaſon we have to 
conſider the late deſiructive alarms as deſigned warnings to us 
againſt vengeance, Now, there is not any thing which can rea- 
ſonably afford us a ſuipicion of impending judgment, but a con- 
ſciouſneſs of our own guilt, or the apprehenſion of the ill de- 
ſerts of thoſe around us. Whenever we are poſſeſſed with either 
of theſe, it is both natural and reaſonable to conclude every unu- 
ſual appearance of terror, a kind ot preſage of the judgment we 
deſerve. And, indeed, whether we conſider the juſtice of GOD 
or the methods ot his providence, we ſhall had ſufficient reaſon | 


to juſtify ſuch concluſions, | 
THe only thing, then, needful to aſcertain the reaſonable 


| ftandard of our fears, is to diſcover what degree of guilt we 
. ourſelves have contracted ; and how the generality of thoſe 


about us ſtand with reſpect to the favour of GOD. Now, this 
will beſt appear at preſent, by conſidering the ſettled dif poſition 


of the nation and the general manners of the people. 
AND here, it is a matter too plain to be conteſted, that a 


general diſregard to what is ſerious has long prevailed _—_ 


us: and that levity and wantonneſs ſeem to be the habitual 


poſition of the age. On the other hand, ſobriety and regu- 


larity are reproached under the titles of hypocriſy and ridicu- 


| lous preciſeneſs; and ſuch is the ſtupid impiety of the times, 


that undiſguiſed licentiouſneſs claims the reward of a virtuous 
ſincerity and honeſt ingenuouſneſs. Accordingly it too often 


happens that thoſe are accounted of ſuperior rraſon, who can 
B 2 moſt 


1 
oſt eaſily over-rule i its dictates : while thoſe leſs dating ſouls 
who are content to ſubmit to its direction, and decline the vain 
flutter of faſhionable life, are cenſured as perſons of narrow 
ſpirits and inſipid taſtes. 
HEN CE ariſe the frothy wit and np mirth ' of common 
converſations : Hence the eager following after vain amuſements 
among all degrees of men : Hence the undaunted appearance 
of vice; the arrogant boaſts and daring progreſs of libertiniſm, 
What wonder then if, in the midſt of all theſe diſadvantages, 
Religion be overpowered, and-appears but as it were behind a 
cloud, almoſt totally eclipſed! This, as it is natural to be 
expected in ſuch circumſtances, ſo is it it what we now ſee in 
fact. | 
WERE we to take only a ſample of our guilt from the 
METROPOLIS of the nation, as being the common reſort of 
men of all conditions, we have but to go through that great 
and populous . city. to tell how few there be that ſeek wer 
GOD. 
What ſtreet can we paſs through, without having our ears 
grated with horrid oaths and direful imprecations; and both 
our ears and eyes offended with immodeſt expreſſions and 
lewd repreſentations? With what impunity are not abandoned 
proſtitutes ſuffered to, way-lay our youth and merchandiſe dam- 
nation! while the youth, ſimple and void of underſtanding, 
are but too forward of themſelves to decline. ta their ways, and 
to go aſtray in the paths that lead down. to the * of 
death. : 
WovLp to GOD, that none but ha. young and inex- 
perienced were thus guilty ! that there were no deliberate 
fornicator, no adulterer whoſe eye (as Job expreſſeth it) waiteth for 
the twilight, ſaying, No eye ſhall ſee me, and diſguiſeth his face! 
But alas! the enormous wickedneſs of the age checks our « 
| | hopes 
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hopes ; ; and extends our fears even to crimes of a more ſhock: 
ing nature. 
Yer, after all, vile as theſe demie are, it would be 
well if they were confined to any one place in the kingdom; 
and that the country, at leaſt, were (as nature ſeems to have 
intended it) the ſeat of virtue and religious retirement: but ſo 
far is this from being the caſe, that the fore- mentioned vices 
are to be met with in almoſt every corner of the land; and what 
is ſtill worſe (bad as they are) theſe are not the only ones we 
have reaſon to apprehend. For, may we not moreover be 
juſtly anxious on account of that load of guilt which lies 
heavy upon numbers of all parties among us, if the reports 
of almoſt univerſal bribery and corruption be true! I ſay, if 
theſe reports be true; for I mean not to accuſe any perempto- 
rily, but only to guard us for the future againſt Om and, 
| fear, too probable evil. | 
TRE general and viſible diſregard to religion, and the ap- 
parent looſeneſs of principle among men of all conditions, 
muſt needs lead us to conclude, that religious and moral obli- 
cations are not always ſo effectually binding as they ought to be. 
To be convinced of this, let thoſe who have bound their ſouls in 
any matter, whether religious or civil, political or domeſtic, 
but aſk their own hearts, whether they have conſtantly and duly 
diſcharged their obligations, or neglected and lighted them as 
things of little i importance? Whatever anſwer we might receive, 
it is much to be feared, that numberleſs poor wretches (in our 
courts of judicature, at: leaſt) have forfeited their title to that 
Divine aſſiſtance which, in their zr pee 1 have 
implored. 
Soup we paſs on . from theſe more daring inſtances of 
impiety, to. thoſe of a more familiar and leſs preſumptive nature; 
we ſhall ſtill be preſented with a very diſcouraging proſpe&; 
Numbers we ſhall find, againſt whom the Prophet long ſince 
| CO 
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denounced a wor=—Men mighty to drink wine, a 
10 mingle ſtrong drink, whole ſottiſhneſs, at once, lays them 
open to the commiſſion of all manner of vice z and ſtifles thoſe 
triendly ſuggeſtions of conſcience which might otherwiſe incite 
them to repentance. 

A p here, not only the frequency and ill conſequence of the 
fin are to be deplored, but alſo the blindneſs and obſtinacy with 
which it is purſued ; ſo that men are inclined not only to exte- 
nuate and excuſe but even to plead for it, under the notion of 
good fellowſhip; as if by becoming irrational they were beſt 
fitted for the ſociety. of intelligent beings. But, when we con- 

ſider that there are not wanting advocates even for crimes of a 
deeper dye, we ſhall not wonder at the excuſes offered in be- 
half of this. 

From this charge of De we may paſs on to the 
conſideration of another vice, which is often connected with 
it, and that is Gaming; a cuſtom „ 
nicious. 
| Ir is melancholy toobſerve, how not only youth but even grey 
hairs, not only the illiterate vulgar dut even thoſe of liberal 
education and higher ſtations in life, endeavour to miſpend 
their time and thoughts. But whatever the younger and more 
thoughtleſs, the lower and more uninformed part of man- 

kind might do, one would imagine that thoſe who have talents 
and capacities to be uſeful, or are already entered on the laſt 

ſtage of life, ſhould beſtow their time in a quite different man- 
ner; and not ſeek fo miſerably to deſtroy that which the 
longeſt date affords ſo little of, But, alas! in vain ſhall we, 
with the Prophet, go to the great men of the city and ſpeak unis 
-them, as unto thoſe that have known the way of the LORD and 
the judgment of their GOD ; for theſe have altogether broken tht 
BY 
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Ir is among theſe there are found, who have, not only led 
the way - to all manner of extravagance, intemperance, and 
luxury, but, alſo, ſtampt a. kind of authority upon vice, by 
their continued example; and ſeem as ambitious of e 
bdthers in the quaintneſs of their impiety, as in the elegancy of 
their drefs.* If the inferior ſort have not yet attempted to ape 
their ſuperiors in every vicious particular, it is, perhaps, be- 
cauſe they apprehend ſome danger in out-linning their ſtations : 
for though they may indeed follow the vicey, of thoſe above 
them, it is however with this proviſo, that they do it at an 
humble diſtance and catch the faſhion as it drops. 
Taus, though the generality of people may not hitherto 
have had free and open admiſſian to a Sunday's gaming-table, 
yet they ſeem. to be pretty well prepared tor it by the manner. in 
which they are permitted to employ themſelves on that holy 
day: inſomuch that drinking and pleaſuring, loitering and 
idleneſs, ſeem, in great meaſure, the eee buſineſs, 


the appropriated. paſtime of it. 
Sou e, however, there ſtill are, who afford our EE 


an opportunity for being opened, and who tread the courts of 
the LORD's - houſe as thoſe that ſeet him aud delight 40 know 
bis ways. But even among theſe, too many there are who 
behave ſa careleſsly and irreverently while there, or ſo ſtrangely 
inconſiſtent . afterwards, that we may well imagine the 
ALM1GHT,y to be inſulted. by their very attendance ; and to 
ſay to them, as. to the ee Jews of. * Who hath res 
guired this e ct. 2 17 . 1 
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Ir might ſeem invidious to bor ee the vices of one's. ſuperiors, with- 
aut, at the fame time, doing juſt ce do the characters of thoſe among them 
who are an hongur- to their ſtation ; hut theſe are too well knowa to the 


preſent generation to need pointing out: and. poſterity will take care ta 
mention a SM KL k, a HRO - k, and ſuch like realizers of nobi- 


ity, with becoming applauſe, however it may fall ſhort of the perfection of 
fuch examples. 
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In vain, at leaſt would ſuch perſons appear as thoſe who 
do righteouſneſs and forſate not the ordinances F their 60D 
In vain do they ſeem to aſt of bim the ordinances of Juſtice and 
take delight in approaching to him hen, at the ſame' time, they 
will neither ceaſe to do evil nor learn to do well. Who from the 
worſhip of GOD, ſeverally enter upon the ſervice of the devil: 
the ſenſual to their debauch, the furious to their anger, the 
implacable to their revenge, the uncharitable to their cenſures, 
the detractors to their chars and . oppreſſor. to 2 
fraud and violence. 20 

As to family-worſhip and inſtruckion hy: are now almoſt 
totally laid aſide as obſolete and unfaſhionable,” and our only 
concern ſeems to be how we may appear moſt modiſhly negli- 
gent. Religious diſcourſe is feldom heard but from the pulpit, 
and even there is too often eſteemed either ridiculous or imperti- 
nent. Nay, to ſuch a paſs are things come, thiat there are not 
wanting who, like the Jews of old, are ready to ſay to the ſeers fee 
not, and to the prophets prophecy not unto us right things; ſpeak unto 
as ſmooth things, prophecy deceits. But ſurely, while we are 

thus averſe to the advice and admonitions of religion, we do 
but weit againſt ourſelves that we love darkneſs rather than 
light. And, indeed, there needs no other proof that our 
deeds are evil, and our ſouls drawing nigh unto! pe 0 _ 
the little reliſh we have for the words of eternal life. 
No w, when we thus hate fo be reformed and caſt GOD" whirl, 


behind us, what wonder is it he ſhould withdraw his aſſiſtance 


from us, and withhold that ſaving grace we ſeen ſo little to 
regard | 

Ir was the. occaſion of the. Gentiles' reprobation. that he 
did not like to retain GOD in their knowledge ; and accordingly 
St: Paul tells us that THEZRETOREF GOD gave them over to a4 
Feprobate mind to do thoſe things whichi are not convenient. \ And 


indeed what happened. to them ſeems, in 4 great Hſe; to 
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have befallen us: from a general indifference and diſregard to 
religion, we, like them, are become full of all unrighteouſneſs. 

WovuLrD to GOD this were not too notorious to be diſſem- 
bled! Bur, in fact, are not fornication, covetouſneſs, ha- 
tred, and maliciouſneſs almoſt, full as prevalent among us, as 
they can well be ſuppoſed to have been among them ! Are not 
ſome among us (and thoſe not a few) full of envy, murder, 
debate, deceit, malignity ? Are there not whiſperers, back- 
biters, and haters of GOD, I do not ſay in the kingdom, but 
even within the narrower confines of every pariſh? Are not 
ſome of us, again, deſpiteful, proud, boaſters, inventers of 
evil things, diſobedient to parents, deſpiſing government and 
ſpeaking evil of dignities ? Are not others, men without under- 
ſtanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, im- 
placable, unmerciful? And, to ſay the leaſt, are not far the 
greateſt part of us, lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of GOD? 

Bur what—Has the ALMIGHTY then entirely left us to 


ourſelves? has he given us no tokens of his diſpleaſure, no 


alarms of judgment to excite us to repentance? Had this been 
the caſe, our continued forgetfulneſs of GOD had been leſs 
unaccountable. But things are ſo far otherwiſe, that, not 
content with having daily fpread out his hands by the miniſtry 
of the prophets to a gain-ſayitig and rebellious people, not 
ſatisfied with having drawn us with the engaging cords of 
love, and the milder diſpenſations of his providence, . he has 
long ſince begun to diſplay the enſigns of judgment in our 
fight; puniſhing us, as it were, by little and little, giving us 
place for repentance that we might amend. Yet, for all this, 
we have /inned yet more againſt him: and, both rich and poor, 
young and old, one with another, ſeem com bined to kim 
the moſt high GOD. 

Now, were the ALM16nTy to ſpeak to us, as he formerly did 


to the 2 of Iſrael, might he not, in like manner, juſtly 
OT > reproach 
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reproach us and ſay — I have ſent the murrain upon thy 
<«. cattle, war and deſtruction in the midſt of : thee ; and the 
<6 fear of pęſtilence has overtaken thee : yet have ye not returned 
e unto me. Yea, again have I cauſed thine adverſaries, be 
« rod of mine anger and the taff of mine indignation, to lift up 
<« themſelves againſt thee : yet have ye not returned unto me. 
I have, moreover, viſited thee with thunder and with earth- 
« quake and great noiſe, and my judgments are abroad: yet have 
« ye not returned unto me.—T berefore, will I ſtreteb out my hand 
« der the ſea, and ſpake the kingdoms , I will give a command- 
e ment againſt the merchant city, to deſtroy the ſtrong holds thereof: 
&« And becauſe I will do this unto thee—Prepare to meet thy 
. 

Tas, ſurely, might be the language we of this nation 

might reaſonably expect; and ſuch (conſidering the meaſure 
and circumſtances. of our guilt, together with the methods of 
Divine providence) was very probably the intended import of 
the late awful events. 
Six then there appears ſufficient reaſon to conſider the 
late frequent alarms, as deſigned warnings to us againſt ven- 
geance; it will nearly concern us, to awake to righteouſneſs, 
and to enter upon ſuch behaviour as may moſt effectually 
ſecure us the favor of GOD. in the day of viſitation. This 
is what I ſhall now, 


1 N the SECOND place Eh to N you to. 


To be duly prepared to meet our GOD, is indeed a duty of 
ſuch vaſt importance at all times, that one might imagine it 
needleſs to uſe many words in order to enforce the obſervance 
of it; were it not too apparent, from what has been ſaid, that 
it is almoſt univerſally neglected. To proceed therefore. f 
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tr has been obſerved in the beginning of this diſcourſe, that 
there are, in the diſpenſations of Providence, certain natural 
events which we are required to attend to, as tokens of GOD's 
diſpleaſure, or admonitions of his juſtice, in order to ſecuro 
ourſelves from the more laſting and direful effects of his anger. 
It matters not, therefore, whether the late dreadful phenome- 
na were immediately and folely intended for our admonition ; 
ſince, whatever farther or more comprehenſive views the 
ALMIGHTY might have in thoſe exertions of his power, 
ov & reformation may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have been 
oNE particular, at leaſt, comprized in the general intention. 

WarBTHER, indeed, the SurxeMe Bring has any further 
deſign of chaſtiſing us in this manner — or whether he intends 
to cut ſhort the work in vengeance—becomes no one to deter- 
mine. But, however, that he will ſome way or other finally 
viſit our continued tranſgreſſions, in a manner ſuitable to the 
heinouſneſs of our offences, and the tremendous majeſty of 
his juſtice, is a truth that none can doubt of who believe his 
exiſtence. — And then, alas! who will oe able to abide his 
judgment? Shall WEI ſhall we be able to lift up our beads 
in that day? Can we be encouraged, upon reflecting on our 
paſt lives, to wait with comfortable aſſurance for his falvation ? 
Or has our behaviour been ſuch, as may entitle us to the 

favour and mercy of our great and holy, our impartial and 
all feeing Jupes ? 

FROM what has been hitherto diſcovered of our conduct, 
we have but little reaſon to flatter ourſelves with ſuch hopes. 
What then, ſhall we endeavour to avoid the AL MIO HT Y's 
ſummons, or eſcape the ſentence by our non-appearance ?— 
That we all know is impoſſible; for whither can we flee from 
bis preſence? when GOD calls, we muſt all appear! What, 
therefore, remains, but that we PREPARE to meet our GOD! 


And that we delay not, let us conſider that, though we are 
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now called upon to prepare, we know not how ſhort the time 
may be which remains for this preparation. As we have al. 
ready been ottentimes warned, and as often have ſaid, peace and 
7 and as we have long neglected every call to repentance; 
our calamity (it is to be feared) may riſe. ſuddenly as in the 
night, and in our ſecurity we may be deſtroyed. And, indeed, 
what better return can we expect for our having ſo frequently 
ſet at nought the council of the ALMiGnTy, and rejected 
his reproof; than that He, alſo, ſhould laugh at our calamity 
and mock when our fear cometh. 

Bur ſhould we flatter ourſelves, after all, with thinking 
that the divine vengeance will not ſo ſpeedily overtake us; and 
that, according to our wiſhes, it ſhould be yet afar off: this 
will, by no means, be a reaſon that we ſhould delay our re- 
formation. For, as ſuch a proceeding would argue a moſt un- 
grateful and wicked diſpoſition, its reward, at the laſt, muſt be 
ſuitable to the baſeneſs and impiety of it. — The only way then 
we have left to eſcape the wrath to come, is to tremble betimes 
becauſe of our ſins; and to be afraid of GOD's judgments 
even Now, e'er the fatal time come when they ſhall be 
poured down upon us in full meaſure of unalterable vengeance. 
This is what it were well we could at all times be as deeply 
ſenſible of, as we are apt to be, when danger appears more 
immediately preſent with us. One might appeal to the con- 
ſciences of many among the late unhappy ſufferers at Liſbon 
in particular, whether, when GOD aroſe to ſhake terribly the 
earth, they were not under the influence of the moſt torment- 
ing apprehenſions on account of their ſins ; and whether they 
were not then fully convinced, how treacherous a peace they had 
hitherto enjoyed.* Be it conſidered, therefore, that _ 

theſe 


* Tur 1 conſternation of theſe poor people, is very affectingly 
deſcribed i in the following extracts from:! a letter dated at Liſbon November the 
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theſe extraordinary occaſions of terror ſhould yet ſeem at ſome 


diſtance from us; it is, however, no proof, that our deſtruction 


itſelf is not at hand. It is neither impoſſible nor improbable, 


burt that they who, like Agag, imagine the bitterneſs of death 


to be paſſed," may, like him, at laſt, be miſerably deceived. 
Let us conſider, that though the long-ſuffering of GOD may 
ſtill mercifully ſuſpend the full execution of his anger; and 


though the earth may not ſwallow us up quick, as it did Korah, 


Dathan, -and Abiram ; yet, certain it is, that unleſs we make 
haſte to return to GOD by a ſincere repentance, and prepare 


to meet him in the paths of duty, we ſhall e'er long behold 


him in incenſed majeſty to our endleſs terror and confuſion. 
Then, in vain ſhall we call upon him, he will not anſwer ; yea, 
even in vain unto the LORD ſhall we cry, He will not hearken 
unto us:. Now, CONSIDER this ye that forget GOD. 

Bur, will it indeed be thus with us? are ſuch the expectations 
of the careleſs and impenitent ? Let us then with all diligence 
prepare to meet our GOD! Let us prevent his judgments, 


| by a timely application to his mercy! Let us break off. 


our fins by righteouſneſs, and our iniquities by ſhewing mercy 
to the poor ! This may poſſibly be a lengtbening of our tran- 


 quillity, may avert impending judgments, and ſecure us the 


Divine n in the day of our viſitation. Here, by the ws 


5 19th, 1755, — “ The miſcrabl and diſmayed inhabitants ran to and fro with 


« dreadful cries, believing the diſſolution of the world at band; every one 
Falling on his knees and entreating the ALMIGHTY for his affiflance.”"— 
Again — © The fiar, the ſorrow, the cries. and lamentations of the poor 

* inhabitants, are inexpreſſible ; every one begging pardon of and embracing each 
© other, crying, forgive me friend, brother, fiſter ! Oh! what will become of 


, neither water nor land will protect us; and the third clement, fire, ſeems 


* now to threaten our total dſruction. — And a little farther, — © Nothing 


to be met with (ſays the writer) but people bewailing their misfortunes, 


* wringing their handi, and crying the world is at an end. See the Gy u. 
TLEMAN'S MAGAZINE for Nn 1735, Pages 560, 561. 
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we ſhould obſerve, that there are no ealamities which ſeem 0 
ſtrongly to ſollicit the yearnings of our common humanity, 
ſince all of us areequally expoſed, as thoſe to which all arc 
equally liable. But more eſpecially does the melancholy 
ſituation of our many Wz aLTHy MERCHANTS reduced 
and diſtreſſed by the late dreadful diſaſter, challenge our re- 
gard. — It is not merely natural ſympathy, benevolence, or a 
ſenſe of duty, which requires it of us; but even worldly po- 


| licy and national intereſt concur in recommending them to our 


beneficence and liberality. So that (ſhould we ever be called 
upon for that purpoſe) it would argue almoſt as great impru- 


dence as inhumanity, to refuſe to build again thoſe Ho- 


NOURABLE of the earth, whoſe traffic is tbe harveſt of the 
river, and their revenue the ſtrength and glory of our land.* 
Bur, to return to the © grand point - the appeaſing of the 
Divine anger, and conciliating to us the favour and mercy of 
the ALMIGHTY. Let each of us do his part towards pro- 
moting the general reformation. Let our precepts direct, our 
examples lead, and our moſt zealous efforts encourage others 


in the diſcharge of their duty. Let us forſake the fafhionable 


vices of the times, and ſhew a becoming indignation 
againſt every offender of what rank or degree foever. And 
though, in hating the. ſin, we muſt beware of being 
uncharitable to the ſinner ; yet thoſe more abandoned wretches, 


who tranſgreſs at noon day, in the ſight and hearing of us all, 


in defiance of all laws both human and divine, ought to be 
treated by us as the peſts of ſociety ; and be puniſhed in ſuch 
ſort as might * others from offending. Thus nge ſome 

4 ſtop. 


AIs. en deten; PURI EEE THIER of his MAJESTY 
or the ready benevolence of our Lx cr5LaTuRE, feems to have been 
the ſentiments of both, in the ſeaſonable and generous aſſiſtanee afforded to 
the King of Portugat and his ſubje&s in their late ealamitous circumſtances. | 
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ſtop, at leaſt, be put to the overflowings of chin ü impiety which 
has hitherto ſurrounded us on every ſide. 

Laws and proclamations againſt immorality and vice are eof 
little avail, while the proper officers of juſtice want either the 
virtue or the courage to put them in execution. To be con- 
vinced of this we need but ſtep into the next ſtreet : There, 


vyretches more brutiſh than the beaſts they drive, are (notwith- _ 


ſanding the prohibitions of law) every day openly prophaning 
that name they ſhould adore ; and calling for hat damnation 


which, it is to be feared, is too near them already. 


We cannot wonder, after this, if the more ſilent ipiquity of the 
night ſtill reigns without much controul ; or that we ſee ſo few 


inſtances of any public amendment — and how, after all, can 


it be expected, when there are ſo few who are truly jealous of 


the honour of their GOD? Sinners of the inferior ſort we 


eſteem beneath our notice, while thoſe of ſuperior rank we 
meanly. compliment with being above it. The ſecret of all 
which ſeems to be this We know ourſelves faulty, and 
therefore cannot conſiſtently ſet about reproving others, with 
that honeſt freedom we ought : we ſeem afraid to attempt 


to pull out the mote from our brothers eye, left, in his turn, he 
might reproach us with the beam that is in our own cye. 


To prevent this, let reformation begin with us — (I mean 
with thoſe, in particular, whoſe ſuperior ſtations, fortunes, 
or abilities, afford them greater power, weight, or influence 
on the manners of others ;) and at the ſame time that we reſolve 
to prepare to meet our GOD, let us endeavour to make others 
alſo ready. 

In general, let honeſty attend our dealings, temperance our 
enjoyments, charity our zeal, and integrity our religion—Let 


us be lover in our en, regular in our families, con- 


ſtant 


* See the Biſhop of London's Letter to the inhabitants of London and 
nn. on the two ſhocks felt there in 1750, 
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ſtant in the church, and frequent in private devotion, Then 
ſhall we ſoon perceive the happy effects of ſuch a condutt—our 
dependants will imitate our behaviour, to ſecure our favour, 
our friends and acquaintance catch the heavenly likeneſs ; and 
wickedneſs, though in high places, dread our growing virtue: 
Mercy and truth would then meet together, righteouſneſs and peace 
would kiſs each other. Truth would flouriſh out of the earth; and 
righteouſneſs look, well pleaſed, from heaven, and GOD, even 
our own GOD, would give us his bleſſing. —Thus having ſecured 
the Divine favour, and taught others to do the ſame, we ſhall 
be fitly prepared to meet our GOD. Then, whenever he might 
pleaſe to call us hence, we might readily anſwer, both for our- 


ſelves and families, Here are we, LORD ! and * thou hoſt 
given us, for figns and for wongers in Iſrael. 


THEN need we not fear, though the earth be ae? por 
though the hills be carried into the midſt of the ſea; though the 
waters thereof rage and ſwell, though the mountains ſhake at the 
tempeſt of the ſame.—Then need we not be afraid for any terror 
by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day; for the peſtilence that 
walketh in darkneſs, nor for the deſtruction that waſteth at noon 
day, though thouſands ſhould fall beſide us, and ten thouſand at 
our right hand. For the LORD himſelf would be our defence, 
and our GOD the rock of our refuge ! 

We ſhall then be ſo far from being terrified | or ſurprized at 
the awful ſummons of our judge, that we ſhall with joyful hope 
wait for it: and, inſtead of being afraid to meet our GOD, 
we ſhall long to come before him, and to enter into his pre- 
ſence. As we ſhall have been careful to live unto the LORD, 
our only concern will be, that we may die unto him: and pro- 
vided we do that, we ſhall be little ſollicitous by what means 
our diſſolution may be effected; whether by the ſlower proceſs 
of diſeaſe, or the more ſudden arreſt of judgment. * 
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W ſhall be content to commit our ſouls and bodies to the 
wiſe diſpoſal of our merciful Creator ; and being ſenſible that 
it is he who holds the reins of the whole creation in his hands, 
we ſhall lay ourſelves down in peace, and riſe up again without 
affright. — Such is the confidence, and ſuch the ſecurity and 
advantage of being duly prepared /o meet our GOD! _ 

Ox the other hand, we ſhould reflect that GOD has already 
made uſe of various methods to invite our return— that he has 
long waited for it—and that unleſs we prevent the effects of his 
diſpleaſure by a timely repentance, his vengeance will be ſo 
much the more weighty as it has been long in coming. And, 
in what manner ſoeyer it comes at laſt, whether in a ſudden 
and general overthrow, or in a more gradual way of deſtruction; 
the conſequence of being unprepared, will be equally fatal to 


every one who is found ſo to be: there will, I ſay, be no 


mighty difference, whether we go down quick into hell, or 
deſcend through the lengthened and more my pallage of 


diſeaſe and death. 
Once more, therefore, Let us prepare to meet « our GOD! 


Let it not happen to us as it did to thoſe whom the Prophet 


ſpeaks of, whoſe knowledge and wiſdom perverted them; who 


truſted in their enchantments, in the ſecrets of their ſcience and 
philoſophy, who depended on their aſtrologers, and ftar-gazers, 
and monthly prognoſticators ! Let us not (as probably they did) 
pretend to account for events, in ſuch manner, as may with- 
draw our attention from the threats of Providence ; but, what- 
ever our boaſted knowledge may be of natural cauſes, let it 
be remembered, that there are ſuch things as natural warnings 
too—events, which (however we may, either in pretence or re- 
ality, be able to account for) were undoubtedly intended for dur 
religious notice; and ſuch, therefore, as we cannot refuſe to 
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.attend to, without adding to our guilt and rendering ourſehvs 
extremely culpable. | 

THrovcH the goodneſs of GOD has not hitherto ſuffered 
his whole diſpleaſure to ariſe, yet, as it is of the LORD 
mercies alone that we are not conſumed; as we cannot but be 
ſenſible how much we have deſerved from his vengeance ; it 
will become us, as we value our ſafety here, and our eternal 
intereſt hereafter, to endeavour, with all diligence, by all the 
means in our power, to obtain a pardon, during this gracious 
day of our reprieve. 

Wr are even now, in all likelihood, at the eve of a doubt- 
ful and bloody war ;—Already does GOD ſeem to have lifted 
up an enſign unto the nations from far :—Already has he pre- 
pared war againſt us, and cauſed the alarm of war to be beard: 
—Already do the inſtruments of his wrath, the perfidious ene- - 
mies of our peace, ſeem to threaten our borders with devaſta- 
tion—And, therefore, not only the trembling of the earth, or 


the ſwelling of the floods, but even the very tumult of our 


enemies, ſhould awaken us to call upon our GOD, But, alas! 


in vain ſhall we call upon him without amendment — in vain 


ſhall we plead the juſtice of our cauſe, while our fins fight 
againſt us like a mighty hoſt —in vain ſhall we truſt in our bow, 
in the multitude of our chariots and borſemen, or in the cry of 


them that go down 10 the ſea in ſhips,. unleſs GOD himſelf hath 


4 favour unto us; and unleſs the might of bis arm and the 
light of his countenance 80 before us, 10 ſeater the people that 
delight in war. 

AGAIN, therefore, once more let us be entreated to re- 
turn unto the LORD our GOD, with all our hearts and with 
all our ſouls ! Let us put away the evil of our doings ; and ſeck 
after GQD while be may be found, and call upon him while he 


z near. Let us no longer preſumptuouſly tranſgrefs his laws, 


nor go back from his commandments. To this end, pon 
A 


0 . 
awful ſummons be r ſounding in our ears, PxrPARt 
to MEET thy GOD! And though, through the Divine 


forbearance, our late fears, our more terrible apprehenſions of 


immediate vengeance ſhould at length, in ſome meaſure, ſub- 


ſide ; yet, let none of us ever forget the excellent leſſon of the 
wiſe ſon of Sirach — 'Say not ] have /inued, and what harm bath 
bappened unto me? for the LORD is long-ſuffering, he will in no 
wiſe let thee go. And, concerning propitiation, be not without 


fear to add fin unto n; and ſay not bis mercy is great, be will be 


pacified for the multitude of my fins : for mercy and WRATH 
come from bim; and bis mdignation. RESTET H upon 
SINN ERS. i 
To conclude: "<IMG beſech inlet 60D (ich 
out whoſe aſſiſtance we can do nothing) that he would 
vouchſafe to direct, ſantlify, and govern, both- our hearts and 


bodies in the ways of bis laws, and in the works of his command- 


ments ; that, through bis moſt mighty protection, both bere and 


ever we may be preſerved in body and ſoul, through our LORD 
and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST: T4 whom, with 


the FATHER and the 'HOEY GHOST, be aſcribed all 
Honour, A Majeſty, and Dominion, both 1 now and * ever. 
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